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SUMMARY 
 
The current Contaminated Land Investigation Strategy approved 2008 needs to be reviewed 
in light of the Statutory Guidance update in 2012.  The original strategy was also approved 
with milestones that matched the council’s ambitions and financial circumstances at that time 
and reflected the large central government fund that Local Authorities could apply to for site 
investigations, risk assessments and remediation of potentially contaminated land.  Since 
then the resources that are available to the council have reduced considerably and the 
central government fund has effectively been cancelled. 
 
The revised strategy sets out a proportionate and scalable approach to dealing with the 
historic legacy of potentially contaminated land in the borough. 
 
The revised strategy takes account of the financial and other resource constraints that the 
council is now under.  It ensures that its objectives are both suitable for the current situation 
and provide flexibility for the future. 
 
The revised strategy provides information to residents on what has been achieved so far, 
how progress will be made, how funding will be allocated and what the stakeholder’s roles 
are.  It seeks to enable residents affected by potentially contaminated land where 
appropriate. 
 

 
LINK TO STRATEGIC COMPASS 
 
A Green Borough: To remain a clean and beautiful place to live, work and visit, as a result 
of the continued effort put in to protect the quality of the local environment.  The revised 
strategy will focus efforts on the most significant potentially contaminated sites within the 
borough.  The revised strategy will ensure that homes are not blighted and that human 
health and the environment are protected from unacceptable risk. 
 
Passionate about our customers: 
 
The proposed strategy will ensure that customers can understand how the council will 
progress the contaminated land regime, the councils roles and responsibilities and their own.  
Customers will be the offered choice where appropriate of being assisted to take their own 
action resolve any issues they may have.  A hardship policy will be developed to be applied 



to residents who are asked to pay for remediation works will ensure that customers are 
treated fairly and with respect. 
 
Passionate about our People 
 
The proposed strategy will ensure that we work with partners both internally and externally in 
implementing the regime.  It will also be necessary to plan and organise each individual 
project carefully. 
 
Passionate about Providing Value 
 
The proposed strategy will ensure that the council fulfils its statutory obligations while 
operating within its available resources.  The strategy will ensure that the council does only 
works that are necessary.  The strategy will enable and assist residents to resolve their own 
issues where appropriate and to access services themselves should they choose to do so. 
 

Report status 

For recommendation to Cabinet for Approval 

 

Route to Implementation/Timetable:  

 
Approval by Cabinet 
 

 
Portfolio Holders Declaration 
 
I confirm that I have read the report and approve it for publication. 
 

 
 
Signed: Councillor Basu   Dated: 23 July 2015 
 
 

 
BACKGROUND/INTRODUCTION 
 

1. The current Tunbridge Wells Borough Council Contaminated Land Inspection 
Strategy was approved in 2008 and needs to be revised to reflect changes in 
Statutory Guidance.  The revised strategy will identify how the council will progress 
its statutory requirements within the context of the financial constraints that it faces 
and its desire to enable people to resolve issues for themselves. 

 
WHAT IS THE ISSUE THAT REQUIRES A DECISION AND WHAT DOES THIS MEAN 
FOR THE PEOPLE OF TUNBRIDGE WELLS? 
 

2. To adopt the revised Contaminated Land Inspection Strategy providing an up to 
date, relevant, and achievable strategy.  This will give the people of Tunbridge Wells 
a clear and long term view of how the Council will implement its responsibilities in 
relation to contaminated land. 

 



WHO HAVE WE CONSULTED AND HOW? (OR WHO WILL WE CONSULT  
FOLLOWING THE DECISION?) 
 

3. There is no obligation to consult on this document, however neighbouring authorities 
and the Environment Agency have been consulted and their views considered. 

 
HOW WILL THE DECISION BE COMMUNICATED? 
 

4. The revised strategy will be published on the Council’s website. 
 
 
WHAT ALTERNATIVE ACTION COULD WE TAKE?  
 

5. There is no alternative action.  The current strategy refers to withdrawn 
statutory guidance and sets milestones which cannot be achieved with the resources 
available to the council. 

 
CONCLUSIONS   
 

6. The current contaminated land inspection strategy needs to be revised due to 
changes in statutory guidance and changes to financial climate since its adoption in 
2008.  The proposed updated strategy provides a more realistic approach to 
implementing the council’s duties in respect of contaminated land, seeks to enable 
those effected to address their own issues and updates the statutory guidance. 

 
RECOMMENDATION FROM CABINET ADVISORY BOARD 
 
The Communities Cabinet Advisory Board was consulted on this item on 15 July 2015 and 
agreed the following recommendation to the Cabinet: 
 
The Cabinet Advisory Board supports the recommendation in the report. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

1) That the revised Contaminated Land Inspection Strategy is approved. 
 
REASON(S) FOR RECOMMENDATION(S) 
 
The proposed updated strategy provides a realistic approach to implementing the council 
duties in respect of contaminated land, seeks to enable those effected to address their own 
issues and updates the statutory guidance. 
 
Contact Officer: Duncan Haynes Environmental Protection Team Leader ext. 2032. 
 

 
Name of Head of Service 
 
Gary Stevenson Head of Environment and Street Scene. 
 
Background Papers 
 
None 
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